
 A Plea for Ragged Schools; or, Prevention Better than Cure 
By Thomas Guthrie (1803-1873) 
 

Guthrie opened his first ragged school in 1847. Although this was not the first ragged 

school in Scotland, Guthrie was later acknowledged as a core leader of the 

movement. His 'Plea for Ragged Schools', published in March 1847 to garner the 

public's support for a school in the city, laid out his indisputable arguments that 

proved highly influential. Ragged Schools had a unique curriculum; education, 

regular meals, clothes, 'industrial training' and Christian instruction.  

 

Guthrie saw the Ragged Schools as his most enduring legacy; "I never engaged in a 

cause, as a man and a Christian minister that I believe on my death-bed I will look 

back on with more pleasure or gratitude to God, than that he led me to work for 

Ragged Schools. I have the satisfaction, when I lay my head upon my pillow, of 

always finding one soft part of it: and that is, that God has made me an instrument in 

His hand of saving many a poor creature from a life of misery and crime” (Thomas 

Guthrie and Sons, Autobiography and Memoirs, London, 1896). (Summary by 

MaryAnn) 

 

Total running time: 1:42:41 

Read by MaryAnn Spiegel 
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